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Cold but happy Guiders and girls at our 100th Anniversary Rally event in Whitehorse on May 15, 2010 
 
 

 

Vision 
Girl Guides of Canada-Guides du Canada, the organization of choice for girls and women,  
makes a positive difference in the life of every girl and woman who experiences Guiding  

so she can contribute responsibly to her communities. 
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Area Council 2010 
 

Area Commissioner ................................................................Erin Spiewak (up to May 4) 
..................................................................................................... Johanna Smith (up to May 4) 
.....................................................................................................Nancy Campbell (after May 4) 
Camp Adviser ...........................................................................Carrie McClelland 
District Commissioner ..........................................................Natalie Taylor 
Finance Adviser ........................................................................ Johanna Smith 
Girl Program Adviser..............................................................Shannon l’Heureux (up to May 15) 
..................................................................................................... Jean Boyle (after May 15) 
A/Communications Adviser...................................................Nancy Campbell 
A/Fundraising Adviser ............................................................. Johanna Smith 
A/Membership Adviser ...........................................................Nancy Campbell 
Cookie Adviser.........................................................................Grainne Workman (after Aug. 1) 
Sprucewind Property Manager .............................................Nancy Deasty  
Office Manager .........................................................................Kerri Scholz  
Bookkeeper...............................................................................Yvonne Frostad  

 Voice no vote   Paid staff 

 
 
We were fortunate to retain almost all our Council members from 2009. This year 
(2010) marked the second full year of working with our new Council structure. Even 
with its smaller size, it has proven difficult to recruit Guiders for all positions so that no 
one is wearing more than two hats.  We appreciate the hard work put in by Shannon, 
Erin and Johanna over the course of their terms and wish them every success with their 
new free time. With the switch to the online national Guide Store, the Office Manager 
has more time to support Guiders, parents and Council members. 
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Highlights for 2010 
 
 Launch Party in January for the 100th Anniversary of Guiding at Elijah Smith School 

 National Rally event in Shipyards Park on May 15, with Commissioner Geraldine Van 
Bibber and Deputy Premier Elaine Taylor on hand 

 Guiding Mosaic 2010 – The Yukon Patrol (9 Pathfinders, 2 Guiders) fundraised and 
trained for more than six months to attend Canada’s national camp in July 

 Sprucewind Camp clean up over 2 days in June 

 Nancy Deasty and the ‘Snack Shack’ volunteers fundraised at the ‘Celebration of 
Swans’, the Olympic Torch community celebration and several other venues 

 Remembrance Day saw a good turnout of girls and Guiders 

 Christmas Bazaar raised 
almost $2,500 for Yukon 
Guiding – thanks to 
Whitehorse United Church 
for the use of their space 

 ‘Girls Under Canvas’ fall 
camp – held the weekend 
before 10 cm of snow fell! 

 Safe Guide and Orientation 
trainings  

 Recognizing former Yukon 
PC Janet Mann with an 
Honorary Life Membership 

 AGM held as an adult event, 
with delicious catering by the Pathfinders 

 Participating in the Whitehorse City-organized Registration Fair and holding 
extended office hours in late August and early September to support registration. 

 
 

Membership 
 
A mail-out to all School Councils and municipal Recreation Advisors was done in July to 
let people know we’re here. We were excited to open three new units this year: Teslin 
Brownies, Ibex Valley Guides, and Faro Guiding (mixed branches). Numbers were also 
up in our nine Whitehorse units bringing our membership count to 160 as of Dec. 1: 
 114 Sparks, Brownies, Guides and Pathfinders 
 42 Guiders (nine new Guiders!) 
 4 non-members  

 
Shannon & Johanna help with the Sprucewind ‘spruce up’ 
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Camp 
 
Yukon units used Armstrong Lodge and/or the tenting sites throughout the year for one 
or two-night-long camps. Sprucewind was also used by the following non-Guiding 
groups: 1st Porter Creek Scouts, schools (picnics for students visiting nearby Swan 
Haven interpretation centre), the Learning Disabilities of Yukon (LDAY), and the 
Climate Change Secretariat (youth leadership event).  
 
Of note this year was the second annual Sprucewind SpruceUp which saw five Guiders 
and six volunteers clean up the tenting sites – we filled a dumpster! And in September, 
the Camp Adviser organized and led the Girls Under Canvas overnight camp for girls age 
9+. Many thanks to the Guiders who lent a hand in advance of and during the camp to 
make it happen in less than a month, especially Carrie McClelland, Nancy Deasty, 
Michelle Knaack, and Tammy Beese. 
 
 

Awards 
 
The following awards were presented on May 5 at the Annual General Meeting 

 Silver Merit Award – Johanna Smith and Erin Spiewak 

 New Unit Guider Award – Jean Boyle, Diane Chandler, Lynn Laberge, Christina 
McGillivray, Karen Zgeb, Rhonda McPhail, Alisha Rosenberger 

 Team Award – Natalie Taylor and Deb Sumner (for leading the Guiding Mosaic 
effort) 

 Unit Guider Award (Gold) – Nancy Deasty, Jennifer Moorlag 

 Unit Guider Award (Silver) – Mary Bradshaw, Shannon L’Heureux, Natalie Taylor, 
Emily Hill, Deb Sumner 

 Unit Guider Award (Bronze) –  Grainne Workman, Melissa Valja, Donna Moore 

 Gold Thanks –  Shannon L’Heureux, Carrie McClelland, Nancy Campbell, Natalie 
Taylor 

 Honorary Life Membership – Jan Mann 
Only a handful of Honorary Life Membership awards have been presented in 
Yukon over Guiding’s 96-year history here. The Chief Commissioner of 
Guides Canada, Chris Burton, says no task is too big nor too small at any 
level of Guiding for Jan to undertake. “She is an independent thinker who 
listens and encourages others. An Honorary Life Award is most fitting for 
Jan as she lives and breathes Guiding in everything she does.” Over the 
years, Jan has served as Territorial Co-Commissioner, a key organizer of the 
Canadian Mosaic adventure camp held here in 1999, Finance Adviser to 
Yukon Council, and on several national committees. She continues to help 
with many Guiding projects, including cookie campaigns and Bazaar. 

 
Johanna presented Jan with her award 
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Grants  
 
Yukon Council is pleased to acknowledge the generous support of the Yukon 
Recreation Advisory Committee. The $14,000 provided by YRAC supports 
administration, leadership development, member participation events, and recruitment 
activities. YRAC funding contributes significantly to our success in building girl greatness 
in the Yukon.  
 
 

Cookie Sales 
 

Yukon Council sells Girl Guide cookies twice a year: Classic 
chocolate and vanilla sandwich cookies in April and chocolaty mint 
cookies in the fall. Yukon girls sold more classic cookies per member 
this year than any other Area in Alberta-NWT-Yukon. This year we 
sold most of the 500 carrying cases of Classic cookies during our 
two-week ‘Blitz’ with the rest sold at tables set up in local stores and 
through the Guide Office and were gone by June. Our mint cookie 

sales, organized by new Cookie Adviser Grainne Workman, were a tremendous 
success.  All 200 cases sold out in less than three weeks through the efforts of units 
selling at tables in local stores and girls, Guiders and parents selling on consignment.  
 
 

Communications 
 
Yukon Guiding is fortunate to have local media who are interested in our events and 
achievements and regularly run photos and stories. News releases and public service 
announcements were prepared for key events (e.g. cookie sales, bazaar, registration). 
This year we relied more heavily on radio advertising than print which may have helped 
our mint cookie sales. We maintain a website throughout the year (yukonguides.wordpress.com) 
with news for and about Yukon Guiding members. 
 
 

Thank You 
 
Yukon Council would like to thank the following organizations for providing our units 
with meeting spaces:  Church of the Northern Apostles, Seventh Day Adventist 
Church, Elijah Smith Elementary School, Grey Mountain Primary School, Whitehorse 
Baptist Church, Riverdale Baptist Church, Ibex Valley Fire Hall, Teslin Community 
Centre, Faro Community Centre. 
 
Yukon Council would like to thank the following businesses that supported our cookie 
campaigns this year: Wal Mart, Extra Foods, Canadian Tire, Shoppers Plaza, TD Bank, 
North West Transport, and Inkspirationz. 
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Yukon Council would like to thank Manitoulin Transport for giving our storage shed a safe 
home year round and Inkspirationz Graphics for updating our signs throughout the year.  
 
Yukon Council would like to thank the many organizations and people who make our Snack 
Shack a success: NuWay Crushing, Jerry Keobke, Bill Horsey, Mike Deasty, Willow Printers, 
Super A Riverdale, and Nancy Deasty. 
 
Yukon Council would like to thank the people and businesses who help keep Sprucewind Camp 
in fine shape: Home Hardware, Marsh Lake community patrols, North M’Clintock neighbours, 
and Mike Deasty. 
 
Yukon Council would like to thank the media in the Yukon for covering our events, providing 
free PSAs and Coming Events listings, and going beyond the call of duty when it comes to 
designing and running our paid ads:  CKRW, Whitehorse Star, Yukon News, CBC North. 
 
Yukon Council would like to thank the following businesses and individuals for your generous 
support of our Bazaar Silent Auction: Boston Pizza, Klondike Travel (Carmen Magro), 
Coffee, Tea and Spice, Deb Sumner, Due North Maternity and Baby, Extra Foods, Jan Mann, JFB 
Photography, Jo-Ann Gates, Johanna Smith, Mac’s Fireweed Books, Murdoch’s Gem Shop, North 
End Gallery, Real Canadian Superstore, The Shop, Wal-Mart 
 
Yukon Council would like to thank the many businesses and individuals who helped the Yukon 
Patrol attend Guiding Mosaic 2010 – this is the ad that ran on cable television: 
 

 
 
Lastly, Yukon Council thanks Alberta Council for your support of all our Guiding efforts 
throughout 2010. 
 

Our apologies to anyone we may have missed – we appreciate all the support you give Guiding! 


